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Abstract:

Mapping class groups are central objects throughout low-dimensional topology: impor-
tant in their own right and also in the study of knots and 3- and 4-dimensional manifolds.
In this talk I will describe a measure of twisting in the mapping class group called the
Dehn twist coefficient and highlight results that show how this twisting can have topological
consequences. Much of the work in this talk is joint with Peter Feller and Hannah Turner.
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