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A. Personal Statement 

I am a Professor and Chief of the Melanoma and Soft Tissue Sarcoma Section at the Rutgers Cancer Institute 
of New Jersey. I completed my residency in surgery at the University of Maryland in 2002 after spending two 
years in the Surgery Branch of the National Cancer Institute from 1997-1999. I then completed a fellowship in 
surgical oncology at the Fox Chase Cancer Center from 2002-2004. I was at Thomas Jefferson University from 
2004 to July 2019 where I was the Section Chief for Surgical Oncology and held various leadership positions 
including the chair of the Cancer Center Protocol Review Committee and prior to that, the head of the Data 
Safety and Monitoring Committee. While at Jefferson, I was recognized with Dean’s Awards for both Excellence 
in Education and in Faculty Mentoring. My research interests include clinical trials for cancer, the formation of 
clinical databases and prospective evaluation of clinicopathologic prognostic factors for various malignancies. I 
have written several investigator-initiated clinical trials and been PI on numerous other trials in breast cancer, 
melanoma, and soft tissue sarcoma. At Rutgers, I oversee the Section of Melanoma and Sarcoma Surgical 
Oncology and the Cutaneous Oncology Clinical Trials Working Group and am the Associate Director for Shared 
Resources. As the Associate Director for Shared Resources, I am responsible for 8-10 core facilities that provide 
scientific support to cancer center members to facilitate cancer-related research. I work with shared resource 
directors and managers to ensure that they provide well-reviewed services that meet the needs of investigators, 
and to ensure that they stay within recommended budgets. 

B. Positions, Scientific Appointments and Honors 

Positions and Scientific Appointments 
2019 -  Chief of Melanoma and Soft Tissue Surgical Oncology, Rutgers Cancer Institute of NJ  
2015 - 2019 Chair, Protocol Review Committee, Kimmel Cancer Center, Thomas Jefferson University 
2014 - 2019 Professor, Department of Surgery, Thomas Jefferson University 
2014 - 2017 Program Committee, Society of Surgical Oncology 
2013 - 2019 Editorial Board, Journal of Gastrointestinal Surgery 
2011 - 2015 Chair, Data Safety Monitoring Board, Kimmel Cancer Center  
2010 - 2019 Chief, Section of Surgical Oncology, Department of Surgery, Thomas Jefferson University 
2010 - 2012 Leadership Committee, Association for Academic Surgery 
2009 - 2014 Associate Professor, Department of Surgery, Thomas Jefferson University 
2009 - 2012 Editorial Board, Journal of Clinical Oncology 
2008 - 2010 Education Committee, Association for Academic Surgery 
2005 - 2014 Principal Investigator, American College of Surgeons Oncology Group, Thomas Jefferson 

University 



2004 - 2008 Assistant Professor, Department of Surgery, Thomas Jefferson University 
2002 - 2004 Fellowship in Surgical Oncology, Fox Chase Cancer Center, Philadelphia, PA 
2002 - 2004 Residency in General Surgery, University of Maryland Medical Center, Baltimore, MD 
1997 - 1999 Clinical Associate, Surgery Branch, National Cancer Institute, NIH, Bethesda, MD 
1997 - 1999 Residency in General Surgery, University of Maryland Medical Center, Baltimore, MD 
1995 - 1996 Internship in General Surgery, University of Maryland Medical Center, Baltimore, MD 

Honors 
2017 Dean’s Award for Faculty Mentoring, Jefferson Medical College 
2011 Dean’s Award for Excellence in Education, Jefferson Medical College 
2009 Cancer Liaison Physician Outstanding Performance Award for 2008, Commission on Cancer 
2006 Appreciation Award for Outstanding Service, Kimmel Cancer Center 
2005 Simon Kramer New Investigator Award, Radiation Therapy Oncology Group 
2004 Fellow Travel Award, International Society of Gastrointestinal Oncology 
2004 Young Oncologist Travel Grant Award, American Radium Society 
2004 Fellow Travel Award, ASCO GI Symposium 

C. Contribution to Science 

1. I have been involved in the multidisciplinary care of patients with malignant melanoma for many years. This 
includes prospective clinical trials, clinical outcomes research, and analysis of prognostic factors associated 
with melanoma survival. I am currently the PI on a multi-institution Phase II trial examining the use of adjuvant 
Nivolumab for high-risk Stage IIB and IICc melanoma patients which is funded by Bristol-Myers Squibb and 
currently accruing. 
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2. Additionally, I have made substantial contributions to laboratory-based investigations on the treatment of 
patients with malignant melanoma either through cell culture-based assays or the provision of human tissue 
samples for ongoing research by the Aplin lab. 
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