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A. Personal Statement 
I am an oncology social worker with 10 years of clinical practice and 15 years of research administration and 
program development experience. From my clinical and quality improvement experiences, I grew interested in 
identifying health disparities related to chronic disease comorbidity among medically underserved cancer 
patients. I received my Ph.D. in 2017 from the School of Social Work at Rutgers University. My dissertation 
explored cancer survivors with a diagnosis of diabetes. Many health equity outcomes for cancer survivors with 
diabetes (survival and morbidity) are rooted in the socio-economic drivers of these conditions. During my doctoral 
program, I was involved in running nationally funded R01 projects and my experiences included training research 
staff, recruiting and retaining participants, data collection, designing qualitative assessments, conducting data 
analysis, and developing manuscripts. As an oncology social work researcher, I have collaborated in the design, 
delivery and fidelity monitoring of several behavioral interventions, and worked on an RCT testing self-
management interventions for breast and colorectal cancer survivors using mHealth and health coaching 
strategies. My impetus for developing expertise earlier in the cancer continuum emerges from my developing 
awareness of the upstream opportunities to use optimal screening tools to prevent a colorectal cancer (CRC) 
diagnosis among patients with diabetes. 
 
I am committed to developing an extramurally funded program of cancer research focused on implementing 
targeted cancer prevention strategies among underserved population with chronic illnesses. My dedication is 
evident in my acceptance of an Assistant Professor, tenure track position in a medical school as my first 
independent position in the Center Advancing Research and Evaluation for Patient-Centered Care (CARE-PC). 
I have worked hard to develop as a scientist and have a strong foundation in the analytic, conceptual, and writing 
skills. I have developed solid content expertise in cancer survivorship. I became a member of the Society of 
Scholars during the first year of my NCI K99 and I am currently a member. My training opportunities allowed me 
to develop expertise and a network with implementation science and translational science experts, which will 
strengthen my potential to compete for NCI-R01 extramural funding. My R00 project also provides an applied 
learning opportunity in cancer prevention, implementation science, and the conduct and leadership of practice-
based hybrid implementation-effectiveness RCT. The support provided by the R00 award, provides protected 
time to develop as a cancer health disparities researcher.  My career development plan and applied learning 
experiences will accelerate my transition to an investigator capable of designing and leading a sustained program 
of research funded by NIH-R01 support. 
 
Ongoing and recently completed projects that I would like to highlight include:  

 



Ongoing 
K99CA256043-01/R00CA256043   O’Malley (PI)      12/01/2020 – 11/30/2025 
NIH-NCI 
Optimizing Colorectal Cancer Screening among Patients with Diabetes in Safety-Net Primary Care Settings: 
Targeting Implementation Approaches  

 
 
R01CA257109-02        Hudson & Crabtree (MPI)   09/01/2021-8/31/2025 
Adapting and Implementing Evidence Based Breast Cancer Follow-up in Primary Care 
This project aims to identify and prioritize actionable, practice-based strategies for provision of long-term 
breast cancer survivorship care in primary care using depth interviews, modified online Delphi methods, 
and concept mapping. Identified strategies will be adapted, implemented and evaluated using a hybrid type 
1 effectiveness-implementation cluster study design in 26 primary care clinics. 
Role: Co-Investigator (10% FTE Years 3-5)  
 

 
Completed Support: 
 
Patterson Trust Mentored Research–   O’Malley (PI)      01/31/2020 – 01/30/2023 
Seery Clinical Investigator Award  
Developing Implementation Approaches to Target Colorectal Cancer Screening Among Patients with 
Diabetes 
 
 
R01 CA176838        Hudson (PI)       09/30/2013-08/31/2020 
NIH-NCI 
Extended Cancer Education for Longer-term Survivors (EXCELS) in Primary Care 
The goal of this project is to develop and test a self-care intervention for cancer survivors in primary care 
settings that uses a multimedia, web-based mHealth platform (website and smartphone application) 
supplemented with care management/health coaching. 
Role: Project Manager 
 
R21DA04444         Lee (PI)       04/01/2018-03/31/2019 
NIH-NIDA 
Assessing the Needs of Primary Care Patients and Clinicians for Opioid Use Disorder (OUD) Medication 
Decisions 
The goal of this project is to assess patient and provider needs and decision-making in Opioid Use Disorders 
(OUDs) using a qualitative approach. 
Role: Co-Investigator   
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B. Positions, Scientific Appointments, and Honors 
Positions and Employment 
2021  Assistant Professor, Tenure Track, Rutgers Robert Wood Johnson Medical School, Department 

of Family Medicine and Community Health, Division of Research, New Brunswick, NJ 
2018-2021 Instructor, Rutgers Robert Wood Johnson Medical School, Department of Family Medicine and 

Community Health, Division of Research, New Brunswick, NJ 
2017- Adjunct Faculty, Rutgers University School of Social Work, School of Social Work 
2013-2017 Supervising Program Development Specialist, Rutgers Robert Wood Johnson Medical School, 

Department of Family Medicine and Community Health, Division of Research, New Brunswick, 
NJ 

2011-2013 Program Manager, University of Medicine and Dentistry, Cancer Institute of New Jersey, 
Division of Cancer Prevention and Control, NJ 

2008-2011 Supervising Program Development Specialist, University of Medicine and Dentistry, Cancer 
Institute of New Jersey, New Brunswick, NJ 

2006-2008 Social Work Intern, University of Medicine and Dentistry, Cancer Institute of New Jersey, New 
Brunswick, NJ 

2004-2008 Study Coordinator, University of Medicine and Dentistry, Department of Family Medicine, New 
Brunswick, NJ  

2003-2004 Research Assistant, University of Medicine and Dentistry, Department of Family Medicine, New 
Brunswick, NJ 

2001-2002  Individual Teaching Parent, Allenbrook Homes for Youth, South Burlington, VT 
 
Other Experiences and Professional Memberships 
2018-Present Associate Member, Population Science Division, Rutgers Cancer Institute of New Jersey, New 

Brunswick NJ 
2018 National Institutes of Health, “SPeeding Research-tested INTerventions) Program, 

Entrepreneurial Lead (Feb-March) 
2018-Present Society of Behavioral Medicine (SBM) 
2016-Present Cancer and Primary Care International Network (Ca-PRI) 
2016 Latent Class Analysis, Statistical Horizons, Philadelphia, PA. 
2015 Agency for Health Care Research and Quality Medical Expenditures Panel Survey (2 day 

workshop) 
2015-Present International Psychosocial Oncology Society (IPOS) 
2015-Present Society of Social Work Research (SSWR) 
2009-Present National Association of Oncology Social Work (AOSW)  
2005-Present North American Primary Care Research Group (NAPCRG)  
2005-Present National Association of Social Workers 
 
C. Contributions to Science 
1. My research contributions seek to examine how patient risk profiles and risk perception among multi-

morbid cancer survivors are related to health behaviors to inform the development of tailored intervention 
approaches.  My research focused on patient level factors has: 1) identified specific the sociodemographic 
factors (minority race, low educational attainment) associated with risk of specific clusters of multi-morbidity 
in a nationally representative sample of cancer survivors; 2) described the physical health and 
psychosocial outcomes associated with specific clusters of multi-morbidity in a nationally representative 
sample of cancer survivors; 3) described the patient activation levels among a regional sample of breast 
and prostate cancer survivors; 4) characterized patient experiences of comprehensive follow up care post-
acute cancer care; and, 5) qualitatively described the inaccurate risk perceptions for cardiovascular 
disease among obese breast cancer survivors. 
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2.  My work investigates individual and contextual factors that contribute to health disparities among specific 

subpopulations of cancer survivors. This work has:  a) identified greater informational needs to guide 
survivorship care among African American survivors, survivors with 3 or more comorbidities and, survivors 
with greater worries and concerns about the future; b) identified occupational risks and structural barriers 
to the adoption of protective behaviors; c) described research gaps in cancer survivorship research 
responsive to the needs of gender and sexual minority populations. 
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3. My research focuses on health care delivery structures and processes that impact care coordination 

associated with guideline concordant care in primary care settings. These studies focus on primary care 
organizations and their interdependence with teams in other settings change, including: (1) practice team 
dynamics, (2) practice incentives to prioritize specific types of care delivery; (3) care management 
processes, and (4) practice capacity and motivations to change clinical care processes. 
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