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A. Personal Statement 
 

As an academic head and neck surgeon I aspire to continue to advance our specialty in caring for our cancer 
patients.  I am actively researching the impact of genetic and epigenetic aberrations in oral cavity cancer and 
its imp act on various outcomes including cancer related pain and survival outcomes. I have specific interests 
in optimizing functional outcomes through reconstructive surgical strategies including free tissue transfer.  The 
rehabilitation of our cancer patients after the significant consequences of their cancer treatment is very 
important to me, and I have been awarded grant funding to create a support network for our laryngectomee 
patients.After I joined the faculty at Rutgers, we opened surgical head and neck cancer clinical trials, which we 
previously did not have available for our patients.  I am interested in investigating the impact of neoadjuvant 
immunotherapy and combined chemotherapy and immunotherapy strategies for advanced head and neck 
cancer patients. I am also interested in large database epidemiologic analysis of head and neck cancer 
outcomes in the United States.  I have a large amount of experience analyzing the National Cancer Database 
(NCDB).  Analyzing these large databases is the best way to understand what is currently happening in head 
and neck cancer care on a national level and reveals important insight into adherence to NCCN guidelines. 
Furthermore, it provides the largest datasets to investigate rare pathologies and/or rare tumor subsites.  I am 
interested in further analysis of the NCDB to define the rate of occult nodal metastasis in external auditory 
canal squamous cell carcinoma. 
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Assistant Professor  
Department of Otolaryngology – Head & Neck Surgery  
New Jersey Medical School 



 

Rutgers University 
9/2019 – Present 
 
Chair of Robotic Surgery 
University Hospital 
Newark, NJ 
September 2021 – Present 
 
Clinical Educator 
Otolaryngology – Head & Neck Surgery 
Thomas Jefferson University 
7/2018-6/2019 
 
Fellow Research Award Thomas Jefferson University           2019 
Dennis Pappas Award for Excellence in Research NYU                   2018 
Dennis Pappas Award for Excellence in Research NYU                    2017 
Bellevue Hospital Patient Safety Champion                        2017 
American Academy of Otolaryngology Humanitarian Travel Grant       2016 
Triological Society Association for Research Resident Travel Award   2015 
Gold Humanism Honor Society Inductee               2013 
 
New Jersey Health Foundation. $25,000 two year award. 
Creating a Laryngectomee Support Network. 
February 2021-2023. 
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