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A. Personal Statement 
I have the clinical expertise, training and experience necessary to serve as the Principal Investigator for the 
proposed phase II study sponsored by TVAX Biomedical, entitled “Neoantigen-specific Adoptive T-Cell Therapy 
(NACT) for Glioblastoma”, seeking to evaluate the efficacy and toxicity of the TVI-Brain-1 approach in treating 
newly diagnosed patients with glioblastoma.  I have been involved with clinical research throughout my 16 years 
of clinical practice as a neuro-oncologist, first at Saint Luke’s Medical Center, a large tertiary health system in 
Kansas City where, as director of the Brain Tumor Center, I was PI for a number of clinical trials including the 
DC-Vax trial of autologous tumor vaccine and the Phase I study of TVI-Brain-1 an adoptive cell transfer approach.  
More recently, as Director of the Brain and Spine Tumor Program at the University of Kansas, I have served as 
principle investigator on multiple brain tumor trials, including several other immunotherapy trials including the 
Checkmate study (testing checkpoint inhibition), the Tocagen anti-tumor viral therapy trial and DC-Vax.  
I joined the team at Rutgers, Cancer Institute of New Jersey (CINJ) in 2021, where I am program director for 
neuro-oncology.  Rutgers/CINJ is an NCI designated, comprehensive cancer center and is part of the 
RWJBarnabas Health System, a 13-hospital partnership located in New Jersey.  As the neuro-oncology program 
director, I lead the largest central nervous system specific tumor program in the region, with about 100 new 
patients seen annually.  The multidisciplinary team comprises fellowship-trained skull-base neurosurgeons 
specializing in neuro-tumor surgeries along with board-certified neuropathologists, neuro-radiologists and 
radiation oncologists.  As one of the only fellowship-trained and board-certified neuro-oncologists in the region, 
I have expertise not only of 16 years of clinical trial conduct, but also experience collaborating with the 
apheresis/BMT team and the early phase trials team in the conduct of clinical trials, and specifically with this 
particular vaccine/adoptive cell transfer approach.  It is important to emphasize that my contributions to this study 
derive from my years of experience as a practicing clinical neuro-oncologist, my extensive experience conducting 
brain-tumor specific clinical trials generally and specifically serving as the principle investigator on multiple 
immunotherapy trials focused on adoptive cell transfer approaches. 



 

 

B.  Positions and Honors 
2002 – 2004 Clinical Staff, Internal Medicine, Mercy Franciscan Hospital-Mt. Airy Campus, Cincinnati, OH 
2004 – 2005  Clinical Staff, Hematology/Oncology, Saint Joseph’s Hospital at West Bend, West Bend, WI 
2005 – 2007 Clinical Staff, Neuro-Oncology, Hematology/Oncology, Palliative Medicine, Saint Luke’s 

Medical Center, Kansas City, MO  
2008 – 2013 Director Brain Tumor Center, Clinical Staff, Neuro-Oncology, Hematology/Oncology, 

Palliative Medicine, Saint Luke’s Medical Center, Kansas City, MO 
2013 – Present Assistant Professor and Director Brain and Spine Tumor Program Neuro-Oncology, Clinical 

Staff Hematology/Oncology, University of Kansas Medical Center, Kansas City, KS 
2019 – Jan 2021  Neuro-oncology Division Chief, University of Kansas Medical Center, Kansas City, KS 
Mar 2021 -   Neuro-oncology Program Director, Rutgers, Cancer Institute of New Jersey, New Brunswick,  
Present   NJ 
2007-2008 Ruth L. Kirschstein Institutional National Research Service Award (Duke University) 
 
Professional Qualifications 
2013 - Present United Council of Neurologic Subspecialties (Neuro-Oncology) 
2006 - Present American Board of Internal Medicine (Medical Oncology) 
2005 - Present American Board of Internal Medicine (Internal Medicine) 
 
Other Professional Activities: 
1988-1991   United States Navy, Naval Officer, Engineering Division, USS Mount Whitney 

C. Contributions to Science:  
My scientific contributions that are relevant to my role in the clinical trial proposed in the current application 
are related to my expertise in the areas of treatment development and the implementation of clinical trials.  
Specifically, I have been the principle investigator in several trials evaluating effectiveness/toxicity of 
adoptive cell therapies including the randomized DC-Vax therapy. I have listed five of my recent 
publications in the areas of trial conduct/development.  
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