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A. Personal Statement 
 
I am an Associate Professor at the Rutgers School of Public Health and core faculty in the Rutgers Center for 
Tobacco Studies. My academic training is in jurisprudence, and I specialize in public health law.  My research 
focuses on how legally defensible laws and regulations can be optimized to reduce tobacco consumption, and 
more broadly on regulation of addictive consumer products. I have extensive experience in policy making, and 
the implementation and enforcement of regulations regarding hazardous consumer products, including tobacco 
products. I provide legal and policy education and guidance regarding tobacco control to municipalities 
throughout New York through a contract with the State Health Department. I served as Senior Legal Counsel in 
the Bureau of Chronic Disease Prevention and Tobacco Control at the New York City Department of Health and 
Mental Hygiene from 2011 to 2018. During this period, I drafted and advanced more than a dozen city tobacco 
control laws aimed at the point-of-sale environment, minimum age for legal sales, flavored tobacco, smoke-free 
air, and the food environment. I also played an active role in defending a number of those laws against lawsuits 
waged by the tobacco industry, the beverage industry, and the restaurant industry. I have also conducted 
research to evaluate compliance with flavored tobacco policies, including assessing sales, product availability, 
and loopholes used by tobacco companies to evade these restrictions. I am currently a co-investigator on the 
UPenn/Rutgers TCORS where I provide legal and regulatory analysis regarding tobacco control. I am also a co-
author of a forthcoming textbook, Public Health Law in Practice, having authored numerous chapters on topics 
including tobacco control and policy making.  
  

Ongoing and recently completed projects that I would like to highlight include: 
 

Subcontract, Public Health Law Center via New York State Department of Health 
Schroth/Freiberg (PI); Role: Subcontractor 
09/2022-03/2023 
Support for Center of Excellence in Tobacco Policy 
  
 
 
 
R01CA231139, NIH/NCI        
Delnevo/Hudson (PI); Role: Co-Investigator            
07/2018-06/2023 

 Adoption, diffusion, and implementation of Tobacco 21 policies to address health disparities 
 



 

U54CA229973, NIH/FDA           
Delnevo/Strasser (PI); Role: Co-Investigator         
09/2018-08/2023 
Examining the Effects of Advertising, Packaging and Labeling on Perceptions, Use and Exposure of 
Combustible Tobacco Products (TCORS)  
 
R37CA222002, NIH/NCI         
Wackowski (PI); Role: Co-Investigator          
04/2018-03/2022 

 Perceptions and impact of modified risk tobacco product communication messages 
 

R01CA244370-01, NIH/NCI 
Heckman/Buller (PI); Role: Co-Investigator       
06/2020-05/2025 
A Multi-Level Investigation of US Indoor Tanning Policy Enactment, Implementation, Compliance, Impact 
and Economics 

 
American Cancer Society       
Schroth (PI)         
11/2019-03/2022 
Tobacco Free Generation Campus Initiative to establish a 100% tobacco-free policy for all of Rutgers 
University’s campuses 
 
Truth Initiative          
Schroth (PI)         
09/2020-03/2022 
RU Tobacco Free grant with goal of establishing a 100% tobacco-free policy for all of Rutgers University’s 
campuses 
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B. Positions, Scientific Appointments and Honors 
 
Positions and Scientific Appointments 
2018 - Member, Cancer Prevention & Control Research Program, Rutgers Cancer Institute of New 

Jersey, New Brunswick, NJ 
2018 -  Core Faculty, Center for Tobacco Studies, Rutgers School of Public Health, New Brunswick, NJ 
2018 - Associate Professor, Department of Health Behavior, Society & Policy, Rutgers School of Public 

Health, New Brunswick, NJ 
2018 Adjunct Assistant Professor, NYU College of Global Public Health, New York, NY 
2017 - 2018 Advisory Group for implementation of U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development rule 

requiring smoking-free policies in public housing authorities, NYC Housing Association 



 

2015 - 2018 Co-Chair, Big Cities Community of Practice Subcommittee for Tobacco Control, National 
Association of County and City Health Officials    

2015 - 2017 Expert participant, Eyes on the Prize: Acting Boldly to End Smoking. Public Health Law Center, 
Mitchell-Hamline College of Law. Minneapolis, MN, Austin, TX 

2014 Adjunct Assistant Professor, CUNY School of Urban Public Health, New York, NY 
2013 - 2018 Member, Expert Advisory Board, Advancing Science & Practice in the Retail Environment 

(ASPiRE), NIH-sponsored multi-site collaborative research center (U01CA154281)  
2011 - 2018 Senior Legal Counsel, New York City Department of Health and Mental Hygiene, Division of 

Prevention and Primary Care, Bureau of Chronic Disease Prevention and Tobacco Control,  
2008 - 2010 Special Counsel, Cole Schotz, New York, NY 
2000 - 2007 Associate, Dewey & LeBoeuf, New York, NY 
1998 - 1999 Judicial Law Clerk, John J. Hughes, USMJ, U.S. District Court, Trenton, NJ 
1997 - 1998 Judicial Law Clerk, F. Patrick McManimon, JSC, Superior Court of New Jersey, Trenton, NJ 
 
Honors 
2015 Distinguished Service Award, NYC Department of Health and Mental Hygiene, Subject matter 

expert regarding hookah smoking, hookah-serving establishments, and NYC tobacco control 
laws, in multi-division investigation, enforcement operation, and litigation 

2015 Acknowledgements in “Saving Gotham: A Billionaire Mayor, Activist Doctors, and the Fight for 
Eight Million Lives” by Tom Farley, W. W. Norton & Company 

2015 Acknowledgments in National Academies of Sciences, Engineering and Medicine, 
Understanding the U.S. Illicit Tobacco Market 

 
C. Contributions to Science 
My work is focused on tobacco control law, policy and regulation on federal, state and local levels. My work 
focuses on three areas: (1) tobacco regulatory science (2) flavor ban policies and (3) policies like tobacco age 
of sale, to reduce access and availability to young people.  
 
1. Tobacco Regulatory Science 
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2. Policies aimed at flavored tobacco products  
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3. Policies to reduce youth access and availability 

a. Moreland-Russell S, Combs T, Schroth K, Luke D. Success in the city: the road to implementation 
of Tobacco 21 and Sensible Tobacco Enforcement in New York City. Tob Control. 2016 
Oct;25(Suppl 1):i6-i9. PMID: 27697942; PMCID: PMC5099222.  

b. Schroth KRJ. Increasing Price and Reducing Access to Tobacco in New York City. J Law Med 
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5;18(11). PMID: 34198807; PMCID: PMC8201309. 
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