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A. Personal Statement 
 
I am the Director of the New Jersey State Cancer Registry (NJSCR) and have more than 20 years of experience 
in cancer surveillance and cancer epidemiology collaborations with interdisciplinary research teams. The NJSCR 
is managed and supported by the Rutgers Cancer Institute of New Jersey (CINJ) through a Memorandum of 
Agreement with the New Jersey Department of Health. NJSCR is a CORE registry in the National Cancer 
Institute’s (NCI) Surveillance, Epidemiology and End Results (SEER) Program and a member of the CDC’s 
National Program of Cancer Registries (NPCR). I am a Professor of Epidemiology at the Rutgers School of 
Public Health, Department of Biostatistics and Epidemiology and a member of the Cancer Prevention and Control 
(CPC) Program at CINJ. I was recently appointed Assistant Director of Research and Catchment Data, working 
collaboratively with Dr. Anita Kinney, Director of the Cancer Health Equity Center of Excellence, to ensure that 
research conducted at CINJ addresses the catchment area burden and priorities, and that research programs 
actively engage in bidirectional collaborations with the community. My extensive experience in cancer 
surveillance in New Jersey and beyond, my research focused on population-based cancer disparities and social 
determinants of health, and my ability to build successful intra- and inter-programmatic collaborations makes me 
well-suited to contribute significantly to CINJ’s aims for the CCSG. I have published several papers with intra- 
and inter-programmatic cancer center members. 
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B. Positions and Honors 
 
Positions and Employment 
2001-2004 Programmer/Analyst, Northern California Cancer Center, Fremont, CA 
2005-2007 Research Instructor, Division of Clinical Epidemiology, 
 Department of Internal Medicine, University of Utah, Salt Lake City, UT 
2007-2011 Deputy Director, Utah Cancer Registry, University of Utah, Salt Lake City, UT 
2007-2012 Research Assistant Professor, Division of Clinical Epidemiology, 
 Department of Internal Medicine, University of Utah, Salt Lake City, UT 
2010 North American Association of Central Cancer Registries, Environmental Public Health Tracking 

 Program Consultant 
2011-2013 Director, Utah Cancer Registry, University of Utah, Salt Lake City, UT 
2012-2013 Research Associate Professor, Division of Epidemiology 
 Department of Internal Medicine, University of Utah, Salt Lake City, UT 
2013- Director, New Jersey State Cancer Registry, Cancer Epidemiology Services, 
    New Jersey Department of Health, Trenton, NJ 
2013-2020 Associate Professor and Chief, Division of Cancer Epidemiology, Department of Biostatistics 
 and Epidemiology, School of Public Health, Rutgers University, Piscataway, NJ 
2020- Professor and Chief, Division of Cancer Epidemiology, Department of Biostatistics 
 and Epidemiology, School of Public Health, Rutgers University, Piscataway, NJ 
2022- Assistant Director, Research and Catchment Data, Center for Cancer Health Equity, Rutgers 

Cancer Institute of New Jersey, New Brunswick, NJ 
 
Other Experience and Professional Memberships 
2005- Member, North American Association of Central Cancer Registries (NAACCR) 
2005-2013 Member, National Comprehensive Cancer Network (NCCN) Prostate Cancer Early Detection 
 Panel 
2007-2009 Director-at-Large, Utah Cancer Action Network (UCAN) Executive Committee 
2009-2014 Representative-At-Large, North American Association of Central Cancer Registries (NAACCR) 
 Board of Directors 
2012-2013  Director-at-Large, Utah Cancer Action Network (UCAN) Executive Committee  
2012-2013  Member, Utah Public Health Association (UPHA) 
2013-   Member, NAACCR Institutional Review Board 
2014-2016  Co-Chair, NAACCR Standardization and Registry Development Steering Committee 
2016-2017  President-Elect, North American Association of Central Cancer Registries (NAACCR) 
2017-2019  President, North American Association of Central Cancer Registries (NAACCR) 
2019-2020  Past-President, North American Association of Central Cancer Registries (NAACCR) 
2019-2020  Co-Chair, NAACCR Annual Conference Program Committee 
2020-   Chair/Co-Chair, NAACCR Communications Steering Committee 
 
Honors 
1998-1999  Mariner S. Eccles Graduate Fellowship, University of Utah 
1999-2001  Graduate Opportunity Fellowship, University of California, Berkeley  
2006   Intermountain Healthcare’s Advanced Training Program (ATP) in Health Care Delivery 
    Improvement 
2008-2009  University of Utah Leadership Development Program for Faculty and Director Staff 
2016   Merit Award, North American Association of Central Cancer Registries (NAACCR) 
2017   Distinguished Lecturer, Rutgers School of Nursing – Camden, Rutgers University 
2018   Certificate of Recognition, Rutgers Health 
2019   Achievement Award, North American Association of Central Cancer Registries (NAACCR) 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

C. Contributions to Science 
 
1. My primary research interest is in cancer surveillance research and descriptive epidemiology.  

Traditional hospital-based or clinical surveillance techniques for cancer has been supplanted by more 
advanced methods to assess the burden of disease in large geographically defined populations as well as 
special populations that might be at greater risk for cancer or are underserved.  These advancements are 
directly attributable to the ongoing enhancements in cancer incidence reporting and data quality in state 
cancer registries, which provides a population base to sample and ensure the reliability of cancer statistics 
and the external validity of research findings.  This field of study requires expertise in epidemiological 
methods and cancer surveillance, but also requires a multidisciplinary team of investigators with specific 
subject matter expertise covering the cancer care continuum from screening among unaffected populations 
to long-term cancer outcomes and survivorship.  Combining my expertise with subject matter experts has 
resulted in important contributions in the areas of surveillance methodologies, cancer screening, population-
based interventions, survival and mortality outcomes, and disparities research.  I served as the site-specific 
primary investigator in multicenter studies or co-investigator in these studies. 
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2. Because cancer development is a multifactorial process that occurs over long periods of time (e.g. long 

latency), research is now looking to early life circumstances and contextual risk factors that increase 
the risk of cancer in adulthood.  My prior training in social and behavioral sciences, specifically in human 
development and family ecology, has led me to interesting epidemiological investigations, incorporating a life 
course approach and an evaluation of socioeconomic conditions to assess cancer risk and outcomes.  The 
following publications document the independent contributions of social, economic and potentially behavioral 
factors in the development of cancer in special populations. I served as the primary investigator or co-
investigator in all these studies. 
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3. The National Cancer Institute estimates that there are more than 18 million cancer survivors nationwide.  

This is due to advances in effective cancer screening and treatment methods.  As a cancer surveillance 
expert, I have contributed to the growth in survivorship research from both a comparative 
effectiveness and quality of life perspective.  As the number of cancer survivors continues to grow, 
surveillance of these survivors will be critical.  I served as co-investigator on several studies of long-term 
survivorship and quality of life among cancer patients. 
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