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A. Personal Statement

| am a medical oncologist and serve as the Chief Medical Officer, Division Chief of Medical Oncology and
Section Chief of Solid Tumor Oncology for the Rutgers Cancer Institute of New Jersey, a NCI Designated
Comprehensive Cancer Center. | am also Director of the Stacy Goldstein Breast Cancer Center where | treat
breast cancer patients and oversee a comprehensive, multidisciplinary clinical research program. The
program is organized such that there is a specific trial available for patients with different stages and
histological subtypes of breast cancer. As a member institution for NRG Oncology, | serve as our site’s
principal investigator. The NRG Oncology group seeks to improve the lives of cancer patients by conducting
practice-changing multi-institutional clinical and translational research. As a member of the ECOG CORE
Breast Committee, | participate in enrolling early stage breast cancer patients on high priority cooperative
group trials. In the metastatic setting, | have been involved in the design and implementation of translational
clinical trials that offer promising new therapies targeted to specific types of breast cancer that
simultaneously dovetail with programmatic research initiatives at the Rutgers Cancer Institute of New Jersey.
For example, complementing the Cell Death and Survival Signaling Program, | designed a first line
metastatic trial combining the mTOR inhibitor, RAD0O01 with albumin-bound Paclitaxel as well as an
investigator initiated clinical trial examining the combination of carboplatin, doxil and bevacizumab in patients
with previously untreated triple-negative metastatic breast cancer. | also serve as Director of the Hereditary
Oncology Prevention and Evaluation Program. This program provides New Jersey residents with the
opportunity for risk assessment and genetic susceptibility testing. My expertise in clinical approaches to the
treatment of patients with breast cancer, clinical trial design and implementation, and genetic susceptibility
to breast cancer will allow me to provide necessary input as a co-investigator for the proposed project. |
work collaboratively with Drs. Crabtree and Hudson as advisors for the Rutgers Cancer Institute of New
Jersey’s Cancer Survivorship Center of Excellence and am honored to be part of this research team.

Ongoing and recently completed projects that | would like to highlight include:
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2021-2022 New York Magazine: Top Doctors

2020 America’s Top Doctors for Cancer Care— Castle Connolly, American Registry: (10th
Anniversary)

2020 America’s Top Doctors 20 Years- Castle Connolly Medical LTD

2020 America's Most Honored Doctors - Top 1% of all recognized professionals in America. Castle
Connolly, American Registry
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Medicine; Castle Connolly Top Doctors
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2014-2016  Best Doctors in America — Top 5% of U.S. doctors - Best Doctors Inside Jersey’s Top Doctor’s—

-Castle Connolly Medical LTD.
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2006 The Cancer Institute of New Jersey Award of Hope for Leadership in Patient Care

2005 Spirit of Jane Rodney Award- Susan G. Komen Foundation

1984 Alpha Omega Alpha

1981 Psi Chi - National Honorary Psychology Society

1981 Ralph Signet Award - for excellence in Chemistry Research

1981 Phi Beta Kappa/Magna Cum Laude

1980 Lubrizol Scholar in Chemistry

1979 Chi Gamma Nu - National Honorary Chemistry Society

C. Contribution to Science

1.

| oversee the clinical research program within the comprehensive multidisciplinary breast program. This
program is organized so there are specific trials available for patients with different stages and histological
subtypes of breast cancer. In the neoadjuvant and the metastatic setting, my colleagues and | have been
involved in the design and implementation of translational clinical trials that offer promising new therapies
targeted to specific types of breast cancer that simultaneously dovetail with programmatic research
initiatives at the Cancer Institute integral to the CCSG. For example, as part of the Breast Cancer Research
Program, | developed an R0O1-funded “Phase Il trial of sequential epirubicin and navelbine in patients with
advanced breast cancer” to test the prediction that p53 status is a major determinant of sensitivity to
microtubule poisons. In addition, complementing the Cell Death and Survival Signaling Program, | have
designed a first line metastatic trial combining the mTOR inhibitor, RAD001 with Albumin-bound Paclitaxel
as well as an investigator initiated clinical trial examining the combination of carboplatin, Doxil and
bevacizumab in patients with previously untreated triple-negative metastatic breast cancer. The latter trial
laid the groundwork for the current neoadjuvant Doxil/carbo combination trial that interfaces with the
precision medicine initiative that is currently the major research focus at Rutgers Cancer Institute of New
Jersey.

a. Mehta MS, Dolfi SC, Bronfenbrener R, Bilal E, Chen C, Moore D, Lin Y, Rahim H, Aisner S, Kersellius
RD, Teh J, Chen S, Toppmeyer D, Medina DJ, Ganesan S, Vazquez A, Hirshfield KM. Metabotropic
glutamate receptor 1 expression and its polymorphic variants associate with breast cancer
phenotypes. PLoS One. 2013 Jul 26;8(7):€69851. doi: 10.1371/journal.pone.0069851. Print 2013.
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| serve as Director of the Hereditary Oncology Prevention and Evaluation Program (HOPE). This program
provides New Jersey residents with the opportunity for risk assessment and genetic susceptibility testing.
Because central New Jersey has a large population of Ashkenazi Jews, who have a high prevalence of
BRCA1/2 mutations, this program is particularly important as a resource for the community and for genetic
and interventional studies including planned neoadjuvant studies with PARP inhibitors in patients with newly
diagnosed early stage disease. | have previously collaborated extensively on studies to evaluate the role
of genetic variants in risk of development of breast cancer and in risk of recurrence of breast cancer.
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An innovative and interactive high school biology and genetics curriculum, BioCONECT, (Biology and
Cancer, ONline Education Connecting Teens) was developed collaboratively by Rutgers Cancer Institute
of New Jersey and the Rutgers School of Public Health with the philanthropic support of the Val Skinner
foundation and a local Susan G Komen grant. The goal of BioCONECT is to enhance science literacy,
improve cancer awareness and to introduce students to careers in cancer prevention, research and
treatment. BioCONECT advances students’ problem-solving and decision making skills, and expands their
understanding of genetics and biology while exploring relationships between science and technology. Using
breast cancer as the context for learning, students learn about risk factors for and molecular events involved
in the etiology of cancer. Students receive instruction in cancer genetics, genetic counseling, and cancer
treatment and prevention, including clinical trial design. The curriculum increases breast cancer awareness,
while addressing cancer-related concerns and emphasizes preventative health behaviors and risk reduction
strategies throughout the lifespan. Teacher workshops are used to disseminate the curriculum. To date,
369 teachers representing 171 schools and 117 school districts have been trained enabling a broad
dissemination of the curriculum to over18,000 students. To extend the BioCONECT student experience,
BOLD (BioCONECT Oncology Leadership Development) was developed as a summer camp for high
school students. During this week-long interactive camp held at the Rutgers Cancer Institute of New Jersey,
students increase their understanding of cancer-related causes, diagnostic tools, treatment options and
current research. They also identify risk reduction strategies and learn first-hand about diverse health-
related careers. Approximately 200 students have participated to date.
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