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Background 

Threats to women journalists have been on the rise in the past 10 years in local, regional and international 

spheres. For women journalists and media workers, gender-based attacks continue to be a persistent part of the 

daily routine of too many women journalists, according to a recent report by the International Women in Media 

Foundation (IWMF). Social media has amplified this threat in real life as women journalists become easier to 

track and are more accessible via social media. 

International media organizations, such as IWMF, International Federation of Journalists (IFJ) and the 

International Press Institute (IPI), have conducted research on threats to journalists as a whole with specific 

focus on women journalists. National media associations in Samoa, India and Kenya, for instance, among other 

Pacific, African and Asian countries, have focused some work on women journalists in the context of threats to 

journalism as a trade and journalists as a group of professionals. 

According to IWMF, 78 per cent of its U.S.-based women journalist survey respondents said that gender was a 

contributing factor to attacks and threats against them. Among women who worked abroad, 68 per cent 

indicated that gender was the main factor in their attacks both online and off.  

Various UN agencies and Special Rapporteurs have paid specific attention to the rights and safety of journalists, 

with limited scope directly on threats against women journalists.  

In 2006, the UN Security Council adopted Resolution S/RES/1738, which established a coherent, action-oriented 

approach to the safety of journalists in armed conflicts. Since then, the UN Secretary-General has presented an 

annual report to the General Assembly on the implementation of this Resolution.  

In 2012, the UN Plan of Action on the Safety of Journalists was endorsed by the UN Chief Executives Board, 

which was convened by the Director-General of UNESCO. 

In September 2016, the UN Human Rights Council (HRC) broke new ground with the unanimous adoption of HRC 

Resolution 33/2 on the safety of journalists. 

In 2017, the UNGA resolution on “The Safety of Journalists and the Issue of Impunity” General Assembly 

Resolution 72/175, was initiated by Greece, Argentina, Austria, Costa Rica, France, and Tunisia, and adopted by 

the Third Committee. 



 

 

The Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) plays an important role in raising awareness 

regarding the issue through its reports to the Human Rights Council (HRC). This includes supporting the work of 

Special Rapporteurs. 

 

 

Purpose 

The purpose of the Expert Group Meeting (EGM) is to gather current and past research and information by 

leading media organizations, news entities and key women journalists on the status, consequences and causes 

of threats to women journalists worldwide. The EGM will be a knowledge-sharing session among international 

and regional human rights mechanisms on the elimination of discrimination and violence against women, heads 

of media organizations and entities, and women journalists and experts on GBV reporting.  

The findings from this one-day meeting and the submissions received following a call for input issued by the UN 

Special Rapporteur on violence against women will contribute to the report that the Special Rapporteur will 

present at the 44th session of the UN Human Rights Council in June 2020. 

 

Format of the meeting  

The meeting will be co-hosted by the Center for Women’s Global Leadership (WGL), OHCHR, and UNFPA. The 

meeting will be held from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. and will have a structured format with an agenda that identifies 

specific lead speakers for each section. 

Agenda items will include:  

 Factors that increase the likelihood of harassment and violence in the world of work for women 
journalists  

 Gender-specific forms of harassment and violence (online and offline) 
 Women journalists who may be specifically targeted and vulnerable at work, in the field, and within 

their communities or even families 
 Safety of journalists and required measures to protect them against abuses by the State as well as non-

state actors 
 Impact of violence against women journalists 
 Recommendations on States protective measures 

Participants will also be invited to discuss the specific items to ensure a diversity of views.  

WGL and UNFPA will host a reception from 4 to 6 p.m. for the attendees and special guests and show the 

“Velvet Revolution,” a documentary depicting the harassment and violence faced by five women journalists 

from Syria, Afghanistan, Bangladesh/USA, Philippines and India. Film Director Nupur Basu will be present.  

 

Participants 



 

 

WGL’s Journalism Initiative on Gender-based Violence (JiG) will work with the Special Rapporteur to finalize a list 

of participants. Along with journalists, other participants will include: the representatives of the seven UN and 

regional mechanisms on the elimination of discrimination and violence against women, Facebook, RSF, IAWRT, 

UNESCO, UNFPA, OHCHR, IWMF, Committee to Protect Journalist and Dart Center for Journalism and Trauma.  

Journalism Initiative on Gender Based Violence (JiG) 

The eradication of GBV continues to be a key strategic priority of WGL within its current Theory of Change. WGL 

is the initiator and the global coordinator of the 16 Days of Activism Against Gender-Based Violence Campaign. It 

has contributed to increasing worldwide awareness of GBV as a violation of women’s human rights.   

 

Countless participating organizations, institutions, and grassroots activists have focused on the structural, legal, 

and attitudinal changes necessary to end gender-based violence against women (GBVAW). Many have identified 

the role of the media as critical in either shifting or perpetuating attitudes toward GBVAW.  

 

The Journalism Initiative on Gender-Based Violence (JiG) is an initiative formulated in 2018, with an aim to shift 

the discourse on how GBV is reported in the media. JiG will establish tools by journalists and for journalists and 

media to strengthen GBV reporting worldwide. 

The project outputs include a book that will be a standard-setting resource, a website for journalists and 

journalism schools, and an App to be used by journalists in the field.   

Between 2018 and 2019, over 110 women journalists were consulted from 38 countries on their experiences of 

GBV in the pursuit of a story and ways to shift the narrative to reduce GBV and enhance the standards and 

impact of its coverage. The regional consultations took place between July 2018 and November 2019, in Sri 

Lanka (South Asia region), Jordan (Middle East region), Australia (Asia-Pacific region), Mexico (Latin American 

region), Kenya (Southern and Eastern Africa region) and the United States. 

 

UNFPA 

As the United Nations sexual and reproductive health agency, UNFPA has played a key role in advocating for 
ending gender-based violence (GBV) around the world. In 2019, CWGL signed a Memorandum of Understanding 
with UNFPA under its mandate on ending gender-based violence and harmful practices. The partnership was 
established under the understanding that through strategic partnerships we can end the global pandemic of 
violence against women and girls remains. 

The partnership between the two organizations will include advocating for the safety of women journalists in 
the field, in particular in crisis situations. It will also focus on advancing the 16 Days Activism and strengthening 
GBV reporting worldwide as an avenue for awareness. 

UNFPA works to prevent and respond to gender-based violence through collaboration with and support to 
policymakers, justice systems, health systems and humanitarian partners. UNFPA also focuses on eliminating 
harmful practices, including FGM and child marriage, and advancing gender transformative approaches including 
engaging men and boys to advance gender equality. To this end, UNFPA will partner with WGL, OHCHR, and the 
International Association of Women in Radio and Television to host the Expert Group Meeting. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Special Rapporteur on violence against women, its causes and consequences 

The United Nations Commission on Human Rights, in resolution 1994/45, adopted on 4 March 1994, decided to 

appoint a Special Rapporteur on violence against women, including its causes and consequences. The mandate 

was extended in resolution 2003/45 by the Commission on Human Rights in 2003, at its 59th session.  

In accordance with her mandate, the Special Rapporteur on violence against women, its causes and 

consequences, Dubravka Šimonović submits a report to the Human Rights Council annually on a selected issue 

pertaining to violence against women, its causes and consequences. 

In 2018, she submitted the Report of the Special Rapporteur on violence against women, its causes and 

consequences, about online violence against women and girls from a human rights perspective. The report 

included definitions of online harassment, harm and manifestations of online; information and communications 

technology-facilitated violence against women and girls, and the application of international human rights 

frameworks to online violence against women and girls. It included conclusion and recommendations; 

recommendations for the United Nations, for States and for Internet intermediaries. 

 

 

 

 


