
 

 
Can you finish this picture of a White-tailed bumblebee? 

Use these keywords: Eye, Wing, Antenna, Head, Abdomen. 
 
 

  
 
 
Bumblebee Facts 
• To give them energy to move and grow, bumblebees drink sweet, sugary nectar from inside 

flowers, and eat the dust-like pollen from the male parts (stamen) of flowers. 
• Bumblebees live together in family groups (colonies) in a nest - often underground. 
• Each nest has a mother bee (Queen) together with lots of her daughters (worker bees) and sons 

(drones). 
• Bumblebees have hair to keep them warm, but each winter the cold kills-off all of the drones and 

worker bees. 
• Queen bees sleep (hibernate) through the winter and wake in the spring, when they search-out a 

new nest to lay eggs and start a new colony. 
 
 

Did You Know? 

Bumblebees have hairy legs (to help collect food) and smelly feet (to let other bees know that they 
have visited a flower). 
 

Bumblebees are obviously animals - but what type? 

Scientists call them Invertebrates (animals without a backbone), and put them in a big group 
called the Arthropods (invertebrates with jointed legs). More specifically, they are Insects 
(arthropods with six legs). There are about 250 different types (species) of bumblebee in the world. 
Twenty-four of these live in Britain. 
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Use your knowledge and the facts from page 1 to complete this crossword? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mobile-Making Activity: 

There are 24 species of bumblebee living in Britain. They differ in colour and size and you can learn to 
identify some of these by making your own bumblebee mobile and hanging it up at home. 
 
What you will need 

• Template pages printed on stiff white card. 
• String cut into seven pieces - one 30cm long (A), two 25cm long(B), 

two 20cm long (C) and two 15cm long (D). 

Instructions 

1. Cut around the shapes on both template pages. 
2. Fold each bee template in half along the line below the bee name so 

that you have a bee picture on both sides. 
3. Use a pencil to make holes in the mobile template and on each bee 

template where there are dots.  
4. Cut a line half way through each mobile template (where marked) and slot together to make a cross. 
5. Thread the string through the holes in the bees and tie in a knot. Then tie the other end of the string 

to the mobile cross - match the length of string and code (B, C or D) shown above. 
6. Tie the longest piece of string to the remaining holes (A). 
7. Hang up your mobile for everyone to enjoy. 

	               	  

	   1       2          	  

	                	  

	                	  

	    3               4   	  

	                 	  

	           5       6 	  

	    7                  	  

	                  	  

	     8                 	  

	                 	  

	          9           	  

	   10                 	  
	               	  

Across 
1.  Scientific word for different 

types of plants and animals. 
3.  To sleep through the winter. 
5.  The head of a bee colony. 
7.  Six-legged animal. 
8.  Daughter of a queen 

bumblebee. 
9.  The part of the plant that bees 

like to visit. 
10. Dust-like food for bees. 
 
Down 
2.  Animals without backbones. 
4.  You need this to move and 

grow. 
6.  A sugary juice inside flowers. 
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Red-tailed bumblebee 

 

White-tailed bumblebee 

 

Early bumblebee 
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 Wildflower Facts 

 Wildflowers contain lots of pollen and nectar for bumblebees to eat. 
 The British countryside used to be covered in beautiful wildflower meadows. 
 Sadly, changes to farm land have caused most of our wildflowers to disappear.  
 This means our bumblebees are starving – they don’t have enough food to eat. 
 We can help both bumblebees and wildflowers by planting wildflowers in our gardens. 

 
 

  

Why do bumblebees need flowers? 

Flowers contain pollen and nectar. Bumblebees need 
both of these to help them grow and to give them 
energy.  
 
Without flowers bumblebees would starve and die. 
 
Different bumblebees have different lengths of 
tongue. This makes them good at drinking from 
different shaped flowers. The bumblebee on the    
right has a long tongue. 

Colour in the bumblebee and the flower 

Help the hungry 
bumblebee to 
find her way to 
the flower for 
something to eat. 
 
Would you like it if you 
had to search for food 
to eat? 
 
Bumblebees need food 
from March – 
September. If a 
bumblebee visited your 
garden would it find 
flowers to feed from at 
these times? 
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Puzzle time 

Complete the sums and then match the answer to the letter in the key to complete the sentence. 
We’ve done the first one for you to give you a helping hand. 

 

A good wildflower meadow has …   
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Create a wildflower maze in your garden 

In the maze on page 1 the bumblebee had to work hard to find the 
lonely flower. Imagine if the walls of the maze were made of 
wildflowers! It would be easy, she would have lots of food to eat and it 
would look much nicer too. So, why not create a wildflower maze in 
your garden?  
 
Step 1: Pick a grassy area in your garden and do nothing! If you let 
the grass grow instead of cutting it you will get wildflowers growing 
like daisies, red and white clover, buttercups, dandelions and maybe 
even some thistles! 
 
Step 2: Decide what shape you want your maze to be and get an adult 
to cut a path through the wildflowers with shears or a small lawnmower.  
 

Step 3: Take a walk through the wildflower maze and count how many different kinds of 
bumblebee you can see on the flowers. See if you can work out which flower is their favourite. 



 

Where do bumblebees live? 

Bumblebee queens have two homes:  

 In autumn and winter queen bumblebees sleep by 
themselves in small holes under the ground, in 
compost heaps or in flower pots. This is called 
hibernation.  

 Then, from spring until the end of summer the 
queen lives in a nest with her daughters. 
Sometimes there can be up to 400 bumblebees 
living in the same nest! 

 
So, where do the boy bumblebees live?  

Boy bumblebees are born at the end of the summer.  

They start their lives inside the nest with their mother and sisters but boy bumblebees are very 
lazy. They’re not very good at helping to keep the nest tidy or at collecting food for the nest. So, 
once they have fully grown, they leave home and spend their nights sleeping on flowers. 

You can help bumblebees to nest in your garden by planting lots of flowers. 

Especially flowers that bloom in spring. 
 

 

Inside a bumblebee nest 

It looks quite messy inside a bumblebee nest. There are lots of wax balls with baby bees 
growing inside; and little wax pots filled with nectar to feed the busy bees. Not to mention all 
the bumblebees crawling about inside. 
 

  

Draw your own bumblebee nest below: 

A queen bumblebee preparing for 

hibernation. 



 

 

Busy bees activity sheets 

are produced thanks to 

the generous support of: 

Stop things flying away with your own bumblebee paperweights 

What you will need 

 Poster paint – yellow and black for the 
stripes (optional - red or white for the tail) 

 PVA glue and three mixing pots 

 A large flat, round stone 

 Paint brushes 

 Googly eyes 

 A pencil 
 

Instructions 
1. Use the pencil to draw lines on the stone to show where each of the stripes should be. 
2. Mix a little PVA glue with each colour of paint (in separate pots). 
3. Starting with the lightest colour first, use the paint brushes to paint the coloured stripes 

onto your stone. You might want to let each colour dry before painting the next to stop 
the colours running into each other. 

4. Leave the stone to dry then use the black paint to give your bumblebee eyes or stick on 
the googly eyes. 

 
Note: the PVA glue is added to make the stone water-resistant and shiny. You could use 
varnish to do this instead after you have painted the stone. Varnish has a very strong smell 
though so you would need to ask an adult to help you. 
 

Wordsearch 

The words in the list are hidden in the grid. Can you find them all? 

b w i n t e r b e i 

w o h a v y m u m h 

g v i u q k s m a n 

s y b t u d u b l r 

p d e u e n m l e l 

r j r m e e m e w q 

i v n n n s e b f a 

n v a j t t r e h w 

g a t f l o w e r s 

v f e g a s j y b z 
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