
Book Abbreviations: 

 

 

1 = first person 

2 = second person 

3 = third person 

4 = fourth person (Slave) 

Abl = ablative 

Abs = absolutive 

Acc = accusative 

Addr = addressee pronoun 

Advz = adverbializer 

Aff = affirmative 

Al = allocutive 

Appl = applicative 

Asp = aspect 

Ass = associative marker 

Aug = augment 

Aux = auxiliary 

Ben = benefactive (auxiliary) 

C = complementizer 

Caus = causative 

Chain = clause chaining 

Cl = classifier 

Clx = noun class X (X a numeral, Bantu languages) 

Concess = concessive 

Cond = conditional 

Cop = copula 

Cvb = converb 

Dat = dative 

Decl = declarative 

Def = definite 

Dept = dependent mood 

Desid = desiderative 

Dist = distributive 

Dem = demonstrative 

Dim = diminutive  

Dom = differential object marker 

Dpst = distant past 

Ds = different subject 

Emph = emphatic 

Erg = ergative case 

Ev = evidential clitic 

F =feminine 

Fam = familiar 

Fm = familiarity marker (Magahi) 



Foc = focus 

Fut = future 

Fv = final vowel (Bantu) 

Gen = genitive 

Ger = gerund 

GOCS = generalized obligatory control signature 

H = honorific 

Hh = high honorific 

Icvb = imperfective converb 

Imp = impersonal 

Imper = imperative 

Ind = indicative 

Indept = independent mood 

Inf = infinitive 

Iter = iterative 

Ins = instrumental 

Intr = intransitive 

Ipfv = imperfective 

Irr = irrealis 

Lk = linker 

Loc = locative 

Log = logophoric (pronoun) 

M = masculine 

Mod = modal 

N = neuter 

Nm = clausal nominalizer (Washo) 

Nar = narrative  

Neg = negative 

Nh = nonhonorific 

Nmlz = nominalizer 

NOC = nonobligatory control 

Nom = nominative 

Npst = nonpast 

O = object 

Obl = oblique 

OC = obligatory control 

Opt = optative 

P = adposition 

Pass = passive 

Perf = perfect 

Pfv = perfective aspect 

Pl = plural 

Pret = preterite 

Poss = possessive 

Pot = potential 

Prog = progressive 



Proh = prohibitive 

Pros = prospective 

Prs = present 

Prt = particle 

Pst = past 

Ptcp = participle 

Q = question particle 

Quot = quotative particle 

Rec = recent (past) 

Recp = reciprocal 

Refl = reflexive 

Rel = relative 

Rem = remote (past) 

Res = resultative 

Rv = rv suffix (Igbo) 

S = subject 

Sbjv = subjunctive 

Sg = singular 

Soc = sociative case (basque) 

SR = switch-reference 

Ss = same subject 

St = stative 

SVC = serial verb construction 

Tns = tense 

Top = topic 

Tr = transitive 

UG = universal grammar 

Vent = ventative 

 

 


