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A Zine About 
the Monstrous 
Depiction of a 
Sexual Assault 

Victim

By Emily Ozer & 
Pelin Arhan

You’re 
Wrong 
About 

Medusa.
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The Purpose of Our Zine
This zine will revolve around 

the Greek myth of Medusa, 
and its overall significance. 

We will touch on her 
depiction as the villain in 

various forms of media, 
despite her sad backstory 

where she is taken advantage 
of against her will. Many are 

unaware of the original 
storyline and only view her 
as an ugly monster who has 

the ability to petrify and 
turn her victims to stone. 

Medusa has become a symbol 
to some, representing victims 
of sexual assault and female 

empowerment.
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The Three 
Gorgons...

“females with 
golden wings, 
brazen claws, 

snake-like fangs 
or  tusks,  and  

serpents  curling  
in  their  hair  or 

in their hands. 
They possess a 

petrifying gaze  
and  can  turn  

their  victims  to  
stone” (Weinstock 

297).

➔ Three winged 
supernatural female 
creatures

➔ Euryale, Stethno, and 
Medusa in most 
stories

➔ Medusa is the only 
mortal

➔ Descriptions vary 
throughout 
different art and 
literature

➔ Most commonly 
depicted as such...

Gorgon is 
derived from the 

Greek word 
‘gorgós,’ 

meaning DREADFUL.
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Where Do We 
See Gorgons?

Have become a 
symbol of 
protection and 
charm due to 
the power of 
their heads.

Placed on 
“gates,  walls,  
floors,  coins, 
armors and 
shields, graves, 
and even 
pottery and   
daily   use   
items” 
(Weinstock 297).

The Gorgoneion

Originally a 
pendant. Used on 

shields and 
armor to 

frighten the 
enemy. 
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Her Story…

Medusa & 
Poseidon 

Medusa was once a maiden so beautiful 
that Poseidon was enthralled by her 

charm. After he attempted to violate her, 
Medusa seeked safety in Athena’s temple. 
Poseidon would not accept defeat and 

went on to rape Medusa in front of 
Athena’s altar...
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Medusa was a priestess of athena, who 
served under athena’s rule. Athena 

chooses to punish Medusa for 
desecrating her sanctuary, placing 

all the blame on her. She transforms 
Medusa into a monster with 

venomous snakes for hair. she also 
curses her with the ability to turn 
people to stone with a simple look.

Medusa & Athena



7

Athena and 
Internalized Misogyny 

It is important to note that 
Athena neglected to punish 
Poseidon for violating Medusa 
against her will. Instead, she 
cursed Medusa so that she was no 
longer beautiful and no one (men 
included) could see or love her 
ever again.

Medusa was very beautiful, but 
served below Athena. People were 

said to come to the temple in search 
of Athena, but would become 

distracted by Medusa and her 
appearance. This angered Athena.

Athena wanted her priestesses to 
be virgins. After being assaulted, 
Medusa was no longer viewed as 
pure in Athena’s eyes.
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➔ Perseus is sent by 
a king to behead 
medusa

➔ Head is used as a 
weapon and 
blood droplets 
turn into 
serpents

Medusa & Perseus

In perseus’ hand, the 
head is used to 

petrify and becomes 
“a weapon used to 
defeat foes both 

human and 
monstrous” 

(Weinstock 56).
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Perseus receives help 
from athena on his 

quest. she leads him to 
the Hesperides, nymphs 
who are in possession 
of weapons essential 

for defeating the 
gorgon.

Athena & Perseus

They  provide  him  
with  winged  sandals,  

a  sword,  a  cap  of  
invisibility,  and  a  
mirrored  shield. 

Perseus Uses the shield 
to look at medusa 

without turning into 
stone. Her head Is later 
mounted onto athena’s 

shield as a symbol of 
victory.
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Greek Mythology and its 
Overall Significance

The Greek people and 
priests/rulers  created 

and changed stories of 
Greek mythology over 

time to reflect the 
lessons or ideals they 

wanted to instill in 
their people. The origin 

plot of Medusa was made 
to teach the value or 

superiority of men over 
women. This lesson is 
taught throughout 

Greek Mythology, and 
impacts culture and the 

societies that value 
these stories.
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Percy Jackson & the Olympians: 
The Lightning Thief (2010 film)

The film 
conveys a 
wrongly 
consensual 
relationship 
between medusa 
and poseidon.

The portrayal of medusa is as a 
seductive, deadly monster.

but it is important to note that she 
is still beautiful and Classy.

She is dressed elegantly and has 
fair, flawless skin and blue eyes.
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Clash of the Titans 
(2010 film)

The Stygian Witches instruct Perseus that in 
order to defeat the Kraken, His group and 

him must venture  into the Underworld and 
find Medusa's lair. 

 While this version of Medusa keeps her former 
beauty, her murderous glare creates a more 

monstrous appearance.

With the use of a Reflective shield to see 
Medusa, Perseus succeeds in beheading 

Medusa and her lifeless body lands in the 
lava.

Medusa kills 
everyone 

except perseus. 
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Dungeons and Dragons
Medusa is present 

in some of the 
earliest versions 

of the popular 
game, Dungeons 

and Dragons. The 
game originally 

used classical and 
well-known 
monsters to 

feature in their 
storylines, making 
them a main focus. 

Medusa’s 
character is 

fought in battle 
and has multiple 
different attack 
techniques. The 

game describes her 
as “lawfully evil.”
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Madame Medusa - UB40 (1980)

“From the land of 
shadows  
Comes a dreadful 
sight  
Lady with the 
marble smile  
Spirit of the night”

“See the scourge 
of innocence  

Swinging in her 
hand  

Hear the silent 
suffering  

That echoes 
through the 

land  
From the tombs 

of ignorance  
Of hate and 

greed and lies.” 
“Run for your 
life before she 
eat you alive .”
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“Madame 
Medusa” 
and it’s 

Meaning

UB40’s album, Signing Off, is a 
politically-centered UK album that revolves 

around the unpopular policies of the 
Conservative party. This party was run by 

Margaret Thatcher at the time. “Madame Medusa” 
is a song that equates medusa to Thatcher. They 
describe her rise to power as evil and gross, as 

well paint her as an overall villain.
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Medusa in Paintings

In this Work, Böcklin has mounted 
medusa’s head onto the shape of an 
actual shield. This helps convey the 
terror and allure that is brought 

upon by her apotropaic image. 

Arnold Böcklin | 
Medusenschild
(Shield with the 
Head of Medusa)

Her expression is frozen and terrified, 
This is ironic in that it resembles the 

plight of her victims, who were 
rendered motionless after being 

turned to stone. 
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Medusa as the Modern Evil Eye

The Gorgon functions as a protective 
symbol, making it a suitable 

decoration for sacred architecture.

A prevailing interpretation of Medusa 
proposes that she is an apotropaic 

symbol. This means that she can be used 
to avert and shield against evil 

influences, like the evil eye does.. 
She symbolizes a dangerous threat with 

the purpose of repelling other 
dangerous threats. 

Terracotta 
painted 

gorgoneion 
antefix 

(roof tile)
ca. 540 B.C.
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Reason + Medusa… How Do They 
Relate?

Our class has 
discussed the 
theory that 
women lack 

the ability to 
reason, which 

is present in 
descartes’ 
work. This 

enforces the 
idea that 

women are the 
property of 

men and 
Poseidon’s 

actions are 
acceptable.

Genevieve 
Lloyd’s “Man of 
Reason” says we 

assign reason to 
the male and 

irrationality to 
the female.

We see Poseidon as 
rational/proper.
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Most only know of Medusa for her ability to 
turn people into stone, as well as her frightful 

appearance. However, she was originally a 
beautiful goddess with many redeeming 

qualities, and was sadly violated against her 
will. This is an example of both the misogyny 

and the downplay of sexual assault in modern 
media. Victim blaming has occurred for 

centuries. 
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Medusa statue 
outside of 
Supreme Court. 

The artist, 
luciano Garbati 
had a goal to 
reveal “the 
woman behind 
the monster” 
(Jacobs).

Medusa has become 
a symbol for the 

feminist and MeToo 
movements as she 

represents liberty 
and feminine power. 

She is a popular 
example of 

rape-victim blaming 
and the 

unfortunate 
implications it has.
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Medusa in Poetry

Carol Ann Duffy wrote 
the poem Medusa, 

highlighting violence 
against women, and 

rampant victim-blaming 
in society. 

Duffy’s poem and Garbati’s statue display 
the impact of continued violence against 
an innocent woman who had no choice 

but to  turn into a vengeful monster.

Is Medusa demanding that the audience 
look at her so that she may fiercely utilize 

her petrifying gaze? 
Or is her final line in the poem a desperate 

cry over losing her past life to all the 
violence? 
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The Importance of Accuracy

When portrayed accurately, the 
story of Medusa can be used to 
demonstrate how women are 

oftentimes blamed for the actions 
of men.

Through the retelling of the tale as 
medusa being a vain woman turned into 
a monster, rape culture is enforced and 

poseidon is not held accountable for 
her ongoing demise.

Instead, the patriarchal values that 
allow for people to demonize sexual 

assault victims are sustained.
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There is an important 
lesson to be learned from 

how society and people 
have treated medusa 

throughout the centuries. 
Her story is an 

unfortunately familiar 
one as many other victims 

of sexual assault have 
faced their own vile 

treatment.

Closing Thoughts...

Medusa is still a victim to this day.
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