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Social capital, or resource-filled relationships, 
(Coleman 1988) and cultural capital, or one’s level of 
familiarity of a culture (Bourdieu 1984) play a role in 
academic achievement disparities.

Researchers (Dufur, Parcel, and McKune, 2008; Goddard, 

2003; Macleod, 2009) note that young people with 
greater amounts of social capital and the traditionally 
valued white middle-class cultural capital, tend to 
perform better in schools. 

Background:
1) How has COVID-19 magnified or ameliorated the effect 

of cultural and social capital on education inequity if at 
all? 

2) How do the instructional experiences between those 
with greater access to the traditionally valued cultural 
and social capital differ from those with traditionally less 
valued cultural and social capital? 

3) Do concerns about future academic success differ 
between those with varying cultural and social capital?

Research Questions:

• Schools reproduce differences and inequities (Bourdieu 
and Passeron 1977)

• Non-dominant and dominant cultures coexist and 
develop value based on the environment, so we must 

study both (Carter 2003)
• School cultures and demographic composition alter 

experiences (Carter 2016)

• Social capital is built by the groups of people we live with 
and what we learn from them and can expect them to do 

(Coleman 1988)
• First and second-generation immigrants tend to carry less 

social capital then their counterparts and they benefit 
from networking differently based in their cultures (Koa 

and Rutherford 2007)

• Capitalist use disaster situations to push for the 
commodification of education in vulnerable communities 

as seen during hurricane Katrina and in Iraq (Saltman
2007)

• Differences in social capital affect a community's 
resilience during disaster ( Shimada 2015)

• First generation, low-income students experience the 

summer learning melt to a higher degree due to 

differences in summer activities (Rall 2016)

• Researchers expect a 50% COVID-19 learning loss in 

math and reading based on summer loss statistics 

(Kuhfield and Tarasawa 2020)

Cultural Capital and Schools:

Social Capital and Schools:

Disasters and Education:

Summer Learning Slide:

• Semi-structured interviews with families making less 
than $31,000/year 

• Narrative analysis, coding interviews for different 
themes and perceptions.
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Social Capital

“My neighbor’s kids attend 
the same school, so we took 

turns organizing the 
homework and watching the 

kids.”  (Participant 1)

Relationship: 

“Neighbor’s”

Reciprocal 
action: 

“took turns”

Bourdieu, Pierre. 1984. Distinction: a social critique of the judgement of taste. Cambridge, Mass:
Harvard University
Press.
Carter, Prudence L. “''Black'' Cultural Capital, Status Positioning, and Schooling Conflicts for
Low-Income African American Youth.” Social Problems, vol. 50, no. 1, 2003, pp. 136–155. JSTOR, www.jstor.org/stable/10.1525/sp.2003.50.1.136. Accessed 24 June 2020.
Carter, Prudence L. “Straddling Boundaries: Identity, Culture, and School.” Sociology of
Education, vol. 79, no. 4, 2006, pp. 304–328. JSTOR, www.jstor.org/stable/25054322. Accessed 24 June 2020.
Catts, Ralph and Julie Allan. 2012. Social capital, children and young people: Implications for
practice, policy and research Bristol: Bristol
University Press.
Coleman, James. 1988. “Social Capital in the Creation of Human Capital.” American Journal of
Sociology (94):S95–S120.
Dufur, Mikaela J., Toby L. Parcel and Benjamin A. McKune. 2008. "Capital and Context: Using
Social Capital at Home and at School to Predict Child Social Adjustment*." Journal of Health and Social Behavior 49(2):146-61
Goddard, Roger D. 2003. "Relational Networks, Social Trust, and Norms: A Social Capital
Perspective on Students' Chances of Academic Success." Educational Evaluation and Policy Analysis 25(1):59
MacLeod, J. 2008. Ain't no makin' it : Aspirations and attainment in a low-income
neighborhood, third edition. Boulder CO: Westview
Press.
Kuhfeld, Megan and Beth Tarasawa. 2020. “The COVID-19 slide: What summer learning loss can tell us about the potential impact of
school closures on student academic achievement.” NWEA.
Saltman, Kenneth J. 2007. "Schooling in Disaster Capitalism: How the Political Right is using Disaster to Privatize Public Schooling1." Teacher Education Quarterly 34(2):131-156 (http://ezproxy.carleton.edu/login?url=https://search-proquest-
com.ezproxy.carleton.edu/docview/222853715?accountid=9892). 
Shimada, Go. 2015. “Toward Community Resilience: The Role of Social Capital after Disasters”
in The Last Mile in Ending Extreme Poverty. Brookings Institution Press.
Kao, Grace, and Taggart R. Lindsay. 2007. "Does Social Capital Still Matter? Immigrant
Minority Disadvantage in School-Specific Social Capital and its Effects on Academic Achievement." Sociological Perspectives 50(1):27-52 (http://ezproxy.carleton.edu/login?url=https://search-proquest-com.ezproxy.carleton.edu/docview/213988180?accountid=9892). 
doi: http://dx.doi.org.ezproxy.carleton.edu/10.1525/sop.2007.50.1.27.

References:

http://www.jstor.org/stable/10.1525/sp.2003.50.1.136
http://www.jstor.org/stable/25054322

