Laszlo Zaborszky, Distinguished Professor at CMBN received $2,889,986 grant, co-funded by the National Institute for Neurological Disorders and Stroke and the National Institute of Aging for his project entitled “Afferent Regulation of Cholinergic Forebrain Neurons”, a grant that is in its 28th year of support by the NIH. Cholinergic cells, which are widely distributed in the basal forebrain, provide the majority of acetylcholine found in the cerebral cortex and these neurons are degenerating in Alzheimer’s disease. The overall goal of Dr. Zaborszky’ research is to improve our knowledge of the distinct functions of the cholinergic signal at cellular, network and behavior levels. These studies will ultimately link activity in anatomically defined cholinergic circuits to specific cognitive operations and will facilitate the designing of interventional tools to ameliorate the cognitive symptoms in Alzheimer's and related disorders. In an effort to translate his basic research, Dr. Zaborszky also developed a postmortem 3D mask [a software] of the human basal forebrain area that contains the cholinergic neurons. This software is used by several laboratories all over the world by scientists to monitor the structural and functional integrity of the cholinergic system. Dr. Zaborszky moved to Rutgers University in 1993 from the University of Virginia, Charlottesville, where he has been an Associate Professor at the Department of Neurology. During his years at Rutgers, Dr. Zaborszky secured about $ 12 million federal grants for his research. He is founding Editor-in-Chief, Brain Structure and Function and recipient of the Board of Trustees Award for Research Excellence.
