PRISM Research Group
Policy Research In Social determinants of Maternal and child health
https://sites.rutgers.edu/prism/ 
The PRISM group periodically has openings for research assistant positions. Research assistants work with Drs Slawa Rokicki and Mark McGovern and PRISM Postdoctoral Associates on active research projects. Prospective candidates are encouraged to review our ORCID pages (https://orcid.org/0000-0003-0131-3466 and https://orcid.org/0000-0001-9176-373X) and the PRISM publication page (https://sites.rutgers.edu/prism/publications/) for examples. 

Research Assistant – Quantitative Analysis 
Application Form
This position involves quantitative analysis of survey and other data. Required skills include basic understanding of regression analysis and experience using Stata or R.  
Interested applicants must complete the following application form, which involves a brief data exercise. The data exercise helps us to understand your quantitative abilities and is a good example for you to understand the kind of research work and data problem solving skills we are looking for.
Please answer all 3 questions below, and return the form by email, along with an up-to-date CV, to Dr. Mark McGovern (mark.mcgovern@rutgers.edu), or Dr. Slawa Rokicki (slawa.rokicki@rutgers.edu).









Download the MEPS HC-247: 2023 Full Year Population Characteristics File from:
https://meps.ahrq.gov/mepsweb/data_stats/download_data_files_detail.jsp?cboPufNumber=HC-247 
For those using Stata, download “Data File, Stata format”. For those using R, download “Data File, XLSX format”. Download the appropriate zip file, unzip it, and load the dataset into Stata or R.

Answer the following 3 questions:

1 
How many people in this survey report ever having COVID-19? 
Use the variable “COVIDEVER31”, and exclude those with the answers: “DON'T KNOW”, “REFUSED”, or “INAPPLICABLE”. Do not use survey weights. 

2
What percentage of people not born in the US report ever having COVID-19? 
Use the variables “COVIDEVER31” and “BORNUSA”, and exclude those with the answers: “DON'T KNOW”, “REFUSED”, or “INAPPLICABLE”. Do not use survey weights. 

3
Run a regression using a logit model for the following specification:
Outcome: “COVIDEVER31”
Control variables: “BORNUSA”, “SEX”
Report the odds ratio on the coefficient for “BORNUSA”, and interpret this coefficient. Then briefly comment on the public health relevance of the result. 
Exclude those with the answers: “DON'T KNOW”, “REFUSED”, or “INAPPLICABLE”. Do not use survey weights. You may need to recode the outcome (“COVIDEVER31”) so that it is binary (0/1). 
