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NJDFW, ENDANGERED AND NONGAME SPECIES PROGRAM 
2022: Seasonal position 

 

For all positions, students will be required to complete a variety of activities including field work, data 

entry, administrative duties, and possibly GIS mapping/ digitizing.  

 

EASTERN COPPERHEAD RESEARCH (formerly Northern Copperhead):  

The NJ Division of Fish and Wildlife, Endangered and Nongame Species Program (ENSP) is partnering with 

Rutgers University, Dr. Brooke Maslo and PhD Candidate, Tyler Christensen, on an eastern copperhead 

(Agkistrodon contortrix) radio-telemetry research project. We are seeking a responsible, detail-oriented 

student that, once trained, is able and willing to work alone in the outdoors and as part of a team when needed. 

Additional qualifications include: 

• Ability to perform duties without supervision. 

• Ability to read topographic maps and aerial imagery. 

• Experience using the Microsoft Excel program. 

• GIS experience preferred but not required. 

• Must have a valid driver’s license. 

• Must have good communication skills and be prepared to interface with private property owners during 

field work  

• Willingness to learn to handle eastern copperheads (i.e., catch with a snake hook and snake bag in the 

field and/or release in the field after lab-processing). 

• Willingness and ability to traverse steep, rocky terrain as a part of typical field work 

 

Geographic Area:  

• Vehicle pick up for field work: Hampton, Hunterdon County 

o Field work: Morris County 

• Office work: Rutgers University, Cook/Douglas Campus, New Brunswick, Middlesex County 

 

Time of Year: Approximately June 1 – September 2, 2022 

(Note, end date is slightly flexible depending on the accepted person’s schedule.) 

 

Time Commitment: 40 hours per week, including one weekend day per week (see Duties below).  There is 

flexibility for personnel to take [occasional] time off. 

 

Duties: The student’s primary responsibility will be using radio telemetry to track transmitter-implanted eastern 

copperheads through rugged terrain. Tracking occurs every 48 hours throughout the season (e.g., M, W, F, Su, 

Tu, Th, etc.). As such, personnel must be available to work weekdays and weekends. Additional duties include 

collecting vegetation- and habitat-related data, transporting copperheads between Rutgers University and the 

field site, data entry into a Microsoft Excel spreadsheet, and basic GIS mapping. Some of these additional duties 

may be performed on non-tracking weekdays.  Depending on the study set (number of snakes), a day’s tracking 

could be a few hours or more than eight hours; i.e., field days could be long days as more snakes enter the study 

and mid-season due to the snakes’ activity levels. 

 

Compensation: $14-16/hour depending on experience and education 

 

To apply: Interested individuals should send a letter of interest and a single-page resume to: 

Tyler Christensen 

E-mail: tcc87@scarletmail.rutgers.edu  
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