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Dr. Victoria Abraira

Dr. Victoria Abraira, is an Associate Professor of Cell Biology and
Neuroscience at Rutgers University. With expertise in mouse molecular
genetics, Dr. Abraira’s research is dedicated to unraveling the complexities
of the somatosensory systems. Her work examines the underlying
mechanisms of touch, pain, and proprioception, focusing on the intricate
spinal cord circuits that govern these fundamental sensory experiences.
Dr. Abraira’s academic journey is marked by a robust foundation in
systems neuroscience. During her Ph.D. with Dr. Lisa Goodrich at Harvard
Medical School, she contributed to our understanding of the molecules and
circuits of the inner ear, leading to insights into fundamental principles of
how we hear and balance. Her postdoctoral work with Dr. David Ginty also
at Harvard Medical School further solidified her training as a systems
neuroscientist, exploring innovative approaches to understanding
somatosensory processing at the neural circuit level. At Rutgers University,
Dr. Abraira leads a dynamic research team dedicated to advancing our
knowledge of how somatosensory information is encoded and processed
by the nervous system and its alteration due to injury and disease. Her
contributions to the field have been acknowledged with numerous awards
and grants, such as those from the Pew Charitable Trust, the Rita Allen
Foundation, the Alfred P. Sloan Foundation, Craig H. Neilsen Foundation,
and her recognition as a Kavli Fellow of the National Academies of Science.
Her dedication to scientific inquiry is paralleled by her commitment to
mentorship, under which she has guided the next generation of
neuroscientists. Notably, several of her undergraduate students have been
supported through the NINDS diversity supplements, her pre and
postdoctoral researchers have secured F grants through NINDS, and her
postdocs have been awarded K99s. Dr. Abraira’'s research has been
published in various scientific journals including Cell, Neuron, and Cell
Reports. Moreover, her work has captured the attention of the broader
public, featuring in media outlets like Scientific American, the BBS Radio
Hour, and PBS.
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