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INNOVATIONS IN DERMATOLOGICAL SCIENCES CONFERENCE 2026
SKIN SCIENCE WITHOUT SILOS: ADVANCING TOPICAL PRODUCT DEVELOPMENT AGENDA

DAY 1  |  SEPTEMBER 22

9:00am-9:30am Welcome: Bozena Michniak-Kohn, Founder and Director of the Center for Dermal
Research (CDR) at Rutgers University
Dean Joseph Barone, Rutgers University Ernest Mario School of Pharmacy

9:30am-10:15am PLENARY SPEAKER — Stephen A. Boppart
University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign
“Label-free multimodal optical imaging of skin and dermatopathology”

WHERE INNOVATION MEETS STANDARDS
Moderator: Seepra Rath, Center for Dermal Research

10:15am-10:45am Ajay Banga, Mercer University
“Microstructure in dermatological formulations: beyond Q1/Q2 sameness”

10:45am-11:15am Coffee, posters and meeting the vendors

11:15am-11:45am Yousuf Mohammed, The University of Queensland
“Translational research through regulatory policy changes”

11:45am – 1:30pm
Lunch - meeting vendors and participating in guided tours of the laboratory for drug
delivery

ADVANCED FORMULATION SCIENCE: FROM FUNCTIONAL MATERIALS TO SKIN LONGEVITY
Moderator: Sesha Talluri, Center for Dermal Research

1:30pm-2:00pm Sabina Jaros, University of Wrocław
“Functional silver coordination compounds and their application in drug delivery and
antimicrobial materials”

2:00pm-2:30pm Manpreet Randhawa, Rapalogix Health
“Re-Q longevity: A mechanistic blueprint for maximizing cellular skin health span”

2:30pm-3:00pm Krys Bojanowski, Sunny BioDiscovery, Inc.
“Hypodermis: the overlooked engine of skin longevity”

3:00pm-3:30pm Coffee, posters and meeting the vendors

SKIN BIOLOGY AS A SYSTEM
Moderator: Vincent Gruber, Vantage Group

3:30pm-4:00pm Angela Christiano, Columbia University
“Novel treatment approaches for alopecia areata: from small molecules to big ideas”

4:00pm-4:30pm Victoria Abraira, Rutgers University
“Skin deep: how your largest sensory organ talks to the brain”

4:30pm Networking Reception/Poster Session/Awards
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INNOVATIONS IN DERMATOLOGICAL SCIENCES CONFERENCE 2026
SKIN SCIENCE WITHOUT SILOS: ADVANCING TOPICAL PRODUCT DEVELOPMENT AGENDA

DAY 2  |  SEPTEMBER 23

9:00am-9:30am Welcome: Bozena Michniak-Kohn, Founder and Director of the Center for Dermal
Research (CDR) at Rutgers University
Michael Zwick, SVP Rutgers Office for Research

9:30am-10:15am PLENARY SPEAKER — Samir Mitragotri
Harvard University - Mitragotri Laboratory for Drug Delivery
“Ionic liquids for topical drug delivery”

DESIGNING ACTIVES FOR THE REAL WORLD
Moderator: Seepra Rath, Center for Dermal Research

10:15am-10:45am Jean-Philippe Therrien, Allergan Aesthetics/AbbVie
“From data to breakthroughs: AI-driven biological target identification in dermatology”

10:45am-11:15am Coffee, posters and meeting the vendors

11:15am-11:45am Brooke Paradise, Rion, Inc.
“Platelet-derived exosomes for the treatment of dermal injuries”

11:45am-12:15pm Sandeep Kulkarni, ImageProvision
“Formulation Science in the Age of Computational Analytics”

12:15pm-2:00pm
Box lunch - meeting vendors, posters and participating in guided tours of the laboratory for
drug delivery

SPOTLIGHT SESSION: REIMAGINING WHAT’S POSSIBLE IN SKIN PRODUCT INNOVATION
Moderator: Sesha Talluri, Center for Dermal Research

2:00pm-2:30pm Ketankumar Patel, St. John’s University
“Rapidly dissolving microneedle for lipid nanoparticle based transdermal gene delivery”

2:30pm-3:00pm Ratan Chaudhuri, CuralysMD™ Dermaceuticals, a Hallstar company
“A barrier-first approach to atopic dermatitis — from disruption to resilience”

3:00pm-3:10pm Discover Kenvue with Selina Moses
“Bemotrizinol : Enhancing UVA Protection and Sunscreen aesthetics”

3:10pm-3:40pm Coffee, posters and meeting the vendors

FROM REPURPOSING TO REPAIR: BREAKTHROUGH APPROACHES IN SKIN THERAPEUTICS
Moderator: Manoj Jadhav, Isha Therapeutics

3:40pm-4:10pm Bishr Omary, Rutgers University
“Drug repurposing approaches for keratinopathies and porphyrias”

4:10pm-4:40pm Daniel B. Yarosh, Dermatology and Skincare Consultant
“Mending skin: topical DNA repair enzymes”

4:40pm-4:45pm
Wrap up and closing remarks, Bozena Michniak-Kohn, Center for Dermal Research at
Rutgers University


