




The Controlled Substances Act of 1970



A Perfect Storm
• Nixon ramps up the War on Drugs in 1970

• Blue-collar jobs disappear from inner cities as 
globalization begins à rising unemployment among 
black males, growing impoverishment

• 1988 Anti-Drug Abuse Act: 
� Federal Byrne Grant program gives money to local and 

state law enforcement 
� For every $100, arrests for drug trafficking increased by:

� 22 per 100,000 white residents
� 101 per 100,000 black residents

• Crime fluctuates independently of incarceration rates 
throughout these decades 

Signing of the 1988 Anti-Drug 
Abuse Act
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