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Ongoing Drug War Tactics

“Drug exception” to the 4th amendment
blessed by the Supreme Court

Heavily militarized police using SWAT
teams for no-knock raids

Civil asset forfeiture laws
Mandatory minimum sentences

Felon disenfranchisement laws

Legal discrimination in housing,
employment, educational loans,
welfare






1980’s Crack Cocaine Epidemic

2010’s Opioid Epidemic




http://theplaidzebra.com/drug-abuse-in-portugal-has-dropped-by-half-since-their-government-decriminalized-all-drugs/









drugpolicy.org



Washington Post, December 2017



InSite in Vancouver: An overdose prevention center (i.e., a safe injection site)







InSite: Research Outcomes

Retaining IDUs at higher risk of
infection, homeless/public drug
users, young people, women at
risk of violence

Large # overdoses, 0 fatalities

Fatal o/d rate | 356% after InSite
opening

30% 1increase 1n local detox
admissions

No change (or negative change) in
local crime rate (vehicle break-ins)

Cost-benefit ratio: 1.5 - 4.02

Prevention of HIV infection and
o/d death

Saves $20 mil over 10 years:
Decrease needle sharing

Increase knowledge and
performance of safe injection
practices

Increase referral to OTPs



Dr. Bruce Alexander: Rat Park

































We allow this stigma to be tolerated?





















Please Reach Out to Us!

Erin Zerbo: erin.zerbo@rutgers.edu

Clement Chen: clementc@njms.rutgers.edu

Northern NJ MAT Center of Excellence: coe@njms.rutgers.edu
COE Listserv: bit.ly/coe-listserv
COE Websites: bit.ly/mat-coe AND snjmatcoe.org

24/7 MAT Provider Hotline: 844-HELP OUD
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