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How do we 
understand 
disability?

Image: Miguel Or.z



“My unscientific study of language 
reveals that the #1 term used 

about people with disabilities is 
problem.”

-Kathie Snow



Community: It Takes A 
Village

“What if I told you that in 
my Indigenous community, 
Diné (Navajo), ancestral 
teachings of disability are a 
rela?onal concept that 
embodies a sophis?cated 
value system of care?”

-Sandra Yellowhorse



Survival: What does survival look like?

“Disability cannot stop me from becoming a complete 
personality.” -Samyak Lalit

•Miguel Or*z: Preacher, Mentor, and Teacher 

• Leah Lakshmi Piepzna-Samarasinha: Writer, Author, 

Ac*vist and Educator 

• Samyak Lilat: Author and Disability Rights Ac*vist 



When did you 
first encounter 
the idea of 
ability or 
dis/ability?

….Sor9ng?



U.S. Civil War Veterans





“When categories of citizenship were 
questioned, challenged, and disrupted, 
disability was called upon to clarify and 

define who deserved, and who was 
deservedly excluded from, citizenship” 

(Baynton, 2013, p. 33).







Civil Rights, 
Title IX, & 
Affirma6ve 
Ac6on





If the diversity narra/ve says 
we are all different therefore 
we are all the same then we 
have to find an “other” to 
oppress... 

That “other” is disability. 





“…Disability Studies 
looks to different 
kinds of signifiers.”





The Floor or the Ceiling?
• ADA

• Sec.on 504

• IDEIA (K-12 only)

“The law can’t guarantee what a culture 
isn’t willing to give.”





Ableism (noun): 

The de-valua5on of non-norma5ve ways of moving, being, 
communica5ng, behaving, (re)producing.  

You do not have to be disabled to experience ableism.



…What do you get in 
trouble for at 
school?



Ableism (noun): 

The de-valuation of non-normative ways of moving, being, 
communicating, behaving, (re)producing.  

You do not have to be disabled to experience ableism.









What Now? 
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