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Newark Street Tree ID Part 1

Jean  Ep iph an

Agr icultu re &  Nat ural  R esour ce s C ount y Agent  | A ssistan t Pr ofessor

N J LTE #692 – ISA  N J-1247A

Ru tger s C oope rati ve  E xt ension  o f Morr is Coun ty 

Fun ding for th is p rogram  was p rovided by th e US DA  Fo rest Se rvice

Newark Street Tree ID Part 1

SIMPLE OPP OSITE 

• Map les
• Red map le
• Sil ver map le

SIMPLE ALTERN ATE  

• Lond on plan e tree

• Linde ns 
• Basswood  
• Little leaf  lin den

CO MP OUND

• Ho ney lo cust

Maples

EPI PH AN 2025

Vi rens  2009

LEAVES  
• Oppos ite
• Palma tely ve ined 
• Palma tely lobe d
• Pointe d lobes
• Long pe tiole

EPIPHA N 2019

EPIPHA N 2019

BARK
• Gr ey
• Young =  Smooth

• Old =  Te xtured w/ 
flat ridge s & fur rows

ht tp: // ww w. carol inanat u
r e.com /t r ees/ acr u.ht ml

ht tps: // dendr o.cnr e.vt .e
du/ dendrol ogy/syll abus
/ fact sheet. cfm ?ID=1

ht tps: // dendr o.cnr e.vt .
edu/ dendrol ogy/syll abu
s/ fact sheet . cfm ?ID=6EPIPH AN 

202 3

LEAF B UDS
• Pointe d, la rge r 

te rminal bud
• Sma lle r late ral 

buds, o ppos ite

TWIGS  
• Straight 
• Glossy 
• Le ntice ls 

ht tps: // awesom enati vepl
ant s.inf o/ photo_gall er ies/
phot o_pages/ acer_r ubr u
m .ht ml

ht tps: // dendr o.cnr e.vt .ed
u/ dendrol ogy/syll abus/f a
ct sheet . cfm ?ID=2

FRUIT
• Paired See ds
• Sam aras  

S PR ING S A MA RA S

FA LL S AM A RA S

FLOWERS
• Tiny 
• In clus ters  
• La te wint er (red) 

or m id-spring 
(light g ree n) 

ht tps: // ar boret um. har var d. edu/ar noldi a-
st ori es/ m odel-m aples/
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KEY FEATUR ES

ARRANGEM ENT: Opp osite

LEAVES: toot hed margin, 3-5 poin ted lobes , 
palmate  venatio n, red in  fall

BUDS: smal l,  red,  w/  symmetrical  scales, 
Leaf bud =pointy,   Flow er b ud=rou nd

TWIG: 1s t yr red  turn ing grey

BARK: grey, 3 stages                                    
smo oth → crackin g → flat scrappy r idges

FLOWERS: tiny, red  

FRUIT: Spring, sma ll samaras  ben t do wnward       
  (biker mustache) 

FORM : Cano py Shade Tr ee 

2

Red Maple - Acer rubrum

St ansbury  2013

FLOWER 
BUDS

ht tps: // ar boret um. har var d. edu/ar noldi a-
st ori es/ m odel-m aples/

FLOWERS

ht tps: // awesom enati veplant s.i nfo/ photo_gal ler ies/p hot
o_pages/acer _rubr um .ht ml

FRUIT

EP IP H AN  2 025

FORM & FALL COLOR

LEAVE S

ht tps: // dendr o.
cnr e.vt .edu/ den
dr ology/syl labu
s/ fact sheet . cfm
?ID =1

L EAF  BU DS

T WIG

EP IP H AN  2 019

ht tp: // ww w. carol inanat u
r e.com /t r ees/ acr u.ht ml

ht tp: // ww w. goatwor l
d. com/ healt h/pl ant s/
r edmapl e.sht ml

1

2

3

BA RK

WINTER FEATURES – IS THIS RED MAPLE - Acer rubrum???

EPI PHAN 2026

No, - Silver Maple - Acer saccharinum

CANO PY →

OP PO SITE 
BRANCH ING

MANY RED 
FLOWER 
BUDS 

  TRU NK

GREY ISH

SC ALY  to 
PE ELY
FLAT 
RIDGE S 

LEAF BUDS KEY FEATUR ES

ARRANGEM ENT: Opp osi te

LEAVES: toot hed margin, 3-5 poin ted lobes  

   - long leaf, deep ly lob ed

   - si lver y white  un ders ide 

   - yellowish fall co lo r

BUDS: smal l,  red,  w/  symmetrical  s cales,    
le af buds  po inted , flowe r bu ds round ed

TWIG: 1s t yr red dish turn ing grey

BARK: grey, 3 stages, 

matur e bar k pee ly, vertical ly scaly - st rip py

FLOWERS: tiny, red  

FRUIT: Spring, long samaras ben t dow nward       

FORM : Cano py Shade tree                               
Can be “we ak-wo oded” w hen large

2

Silver Maple - Acer saccharinum

LEAVE S

1

2

3

BA RK

ht t ps:/ / ohi odnr . gov/ disc over-and -
l ear n/ plan ts -t re es/ bro ad-l eaf-
t re es/ sil ver-m apl e-acer -sacch ar inum

ht t ps:/ / sim pl yl ivi ng.o rg/ un cate gor ize
d/ t re e-of -t he-m ont h-m ar ch-2023 /

ht t ps:/ / f alkn urse ri es. com / pr oduct / ma ple -si lver /

F ORM & FAL L  CO LOR

FLOWER BUDS

ht t ps:/ / la ndscap epla nt s.or egon sta te. edu /p lant s/ acer -
sacch ar inum

FRUIT

FLOWERS
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EPI PH AN  2016

WI NTER  TWIGS  & HA NGING FR UIT

KEY FEATUR ES

ARRANGEM ENT: Altern ate

LEAVES: Wide/ Large, 3-5 lobes , Coarsely t oothed , 
Palmate venation

BUDS: Triangu lar, s in gle cap, Green- turn ing red 
GNOME HAT

TWIG: Zig zag, stou t, greenish t o Light Brow n. 

BARK: Mo ttle d &  Exfoliating,  Creamy-chartreuse 
& olive-tan to l ight brow n patches                                      
Matu re →lu mpy trun k 

FLOWERS: Inco nspicuous , gr een, occu r w / leave s

FRUIT: 1 o r 2 sp herical  “disco ball s” on 3”- 6” stalk, 
ful l o f many se eds, each w/ fe at hery “poo f”            
- late autumn  to win ter

FORM : Cano py Shade Tr ee

London Planetree – Platanus x hispanica 
                 Formerly Pla ta nu s x aceri fol ia Hybr id o f (P. oc cide nta lis x P. or ient alis )

ht t ps:/ / dend ro .cnr e. vt .ed u/ dendr ol ogy/ syll
abu s/f act sheet . cf m? ID =307

R oger  C ul os  C r eat i ve C om m ons  A tt r i but i on -Sh ar e Al ik e 3 .0  U npo r te d

FRUIT

LEAVE S

J aso n Gr ab oskyBA RK

BR ANCH & CANOPY

EPI PH AN  2016

SEED

EPI PH AN  
2016

BUD & TWIG

Lindens
LEAVES  
• Alternat e
• H ear t-shaped
• Unequal Base
• Toothed 

ht t ps:/ / la ndscap epla nt s.or egon sta te. edu /p lant s/ t il ia -am er ic ana

FRUIT
• Round 
• H ang ing c luste r 
• On long  sta lk
• W/ L eaf y Wing

BARK
• Gr ey
• Young =  Smooth
• Old =  Te xtured 

w/ fla t ridges & 
narrow furrows

EPI PH AN  2026

EPIPH AN 
202 3

LEAF B UDS
• Alternat e
• Lo p-side d

EPI PH AN  2026

TWIGS  
• Zig-Za g or C ur ved
• Glossy 

ht t ps:/ / dend ro .c
nr e. vt. edu /de ndr
ol ogy/ syll abus/ f
act shee t. cf m? ID
=89

EPI PH AN  2026

FLOWERS
• H ang ing 

cluste rs
• Pale Yellow 
• W/ L eaf y Wing
• Sum me r

ht t ps:/ / la ndscap epla nt s.or egon sta te. edu /p lant s/ t il ia -am er ic ana

American Linden
AKA Basswood

Tilia americana

Little Leaf Linden  
Tilia cordata
Origin – Europe

LEAVES: 1.5-3.5” Long 

Jas on  Gra bo sk y

ht tps: // dendr o.cnr e.vt .edu/ dendr olog
y/syl labus/ fact sheet. cfm ?ID =89

FORM : Can opy Sh ade Tre e

LEAVES: 5-6” Long 

ht t ps:/ / la ndscap epla nt s.or egon sta te. edu /p lant s/ t il ia -am er ic ana

EPI PH AN  2026

FORM : Can opy Sh ade Tre e (old p lan tin gs) 
    OR
Mid-size, Den sely Branched, Newer Cultivars : 

Examp le: “Green Sp ire” Little Leaf Linde n 
Structural  Pru nin g Requ ired for Longevity

EPI PH AN  2026
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Two Compound Leaf Types

h ttp s ://ww w.k a ps e n b er gd e s ig n .c o m/
le af stru c tu re s /p ag e 2 .ph p

PINNATELY  COM POUND = on ce divided BI-PINNATELY  COM POUND = twice d ivided

Honey Locust (Thornless)– Gleditsia triachanthos
           var. inermis

EPI PH AN  2 026

BR ANCHING & FORM

KEY FEATURES
ARRANGEM ENT: alter nate

LEAVES: compo und, 15-30 leaflet s o r         
bipinnately compo und , Yello w Fal l C olo r

LEAFLETS: sma ll, egg to  oval-sh aped, rou nded tip  

BUDS: very smal l,  sunken in at  sw ollen n odes

TWIG: light b rown-redd ish , zig-zag ,  len ticels , gnarled  
& twis ted branchin g – MAY HAVE A THORN or TWO

YOUNG BARK : grey-bro wn smooth  w/  lenticels

MATURE BARK : lo ng, irre gu lar, bucklin g plate s

FLOWERS: green-yellow, small  han ging clusters

FRUIT: 6-8” bro wn twisted pod

FORM : Mid-size to C anopy h eight,                                     
- L ight Sh ade n ot Deep Shade

ht tps: // dendr o.cnr e.vt .edu/ dendr ology/syl labu
s/ fact sheet . cfm ?ID=30

EPI PH AN  2 026

EPI PH AN  2 026

BA RK

COMP OUND & B IPINNATELY COMP OUND LEAVE S 

ht tps: // for t heland. org/ honey-locust /

FLOWERS FRUIT

SWOLLEN 
AT BUD

Honey Locust– Gleditsia triachanthos   
             Straight species - NOT inermis

Gr eg Hu me,  Cr eati ve Com m onsAt tr ibut ion -Shar e Al ike 3. 0 Unpor t edht tps: // for t heland. org/ honey-locust /

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/en:Creative_Commons
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/deed.en
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/deed.en
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/deed.en
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/deed.en
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CHECK YOUR ID SKILLS!

CLOSE YOUR WORKBOOKS
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